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NEWS FROM KING TOWNSHIP
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Introducing the new KTHS website!
One of our newest KTHS Board members, Madison Gane, has spent the last few
months redesigning our website and has it nearly ready to launch.
The new and improved KTHS website will allow for responsive navigation, which means
it will be easy to navigate on mobile or desktop, and be updated far more often. It will
also feature social media feeds and allow members to easily RSVP to events and make
their annual donations.
It will also include testimonials, easy to download membership forms and newsletters,
articles featuring King history, and links to the King Heritage and Cultural Centre.
Check back soon to visit the new site and be sure to share with your
friends! www.kingtownshiphistoricalsociety.com.
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To date, we have
received 33
donations from
KTHS members
to the history of
King book fund,
exceeding our
fundraising goal
of $45,000!
On behalf of KTHS,

THANK
YOU!
KTHS made the first
downpayment to our
publisher, Goose Lane
Design, this spring.
Meanwhile, author Kelly
Mathews, vice-chair of the
King Township Heritage
Advisory Committee is
hard at work on the final
manuscript with a working
title of King Township - A
History of the Community.
The release date has been
pushed back to fall 2021
due to COVID.
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KTHS Fall
Speaker Series
Cancelled Due
to COVID
Unfortunately due to COVID-19, we have had to
cancel our two fall speakers: Ted Barris, author of
Dam Busters: Canadian Airmen and the Secret Raid
Against Nazi Germany scheduled for September 13,
and Barbara Dickson, author of Bomb Girls:
Trading Aprons for Ammo, scheduled for October 4,
as we feel it is still not safe to gather our members in
close proximity.
We hope to reschedule one or both sometime in the
near future when it is safe to do so.

Beynon Family Celebrates 200 Years
in King
Last summer, one of King Township’s original families
celebrated their 200th
anniversary in Vaughan.
According to Marilyn
Beynon, wife of the late
Bob Beynon, it was a
modest affair with about
30 family members and
hosted by her son Rob
Beynon, a 6th
generation descendent
of John Beynon. Rob
held the event at
Broadview Farm – the
only remaining Beynon
farm, which has been in
the family since 1841.
Formerly a Guernsey
cattle farm, Rob now
farms mostly cash
crops.
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John Beynon and his wife Jane Whitten, immigrated to Canada from Ireland in November 1819
with their eight children (including an elder son, James from a previous marriage), and went on
to settle in King as farmers. Three more children were born in Canada between 1822-31.
According to an article in The York Pioneer, 2010, John was a distant cousin of William Penn,
founder of Pennsylvania and his position in the Orange Order was the major reason for his
emigration. Originally a Bannon, he changed the spelling of his family name and sold his
property, “repudiating Orangeism en route to Canada.”
The family established itself in King by acquiring a number of farms (there are at least six on
record). Five of John’s sons’ names appear on the original deeds for different farms along
Bathurst Street, north and south of the King-Vaughan Line based on an 1878 map of Richmond
Hill.
All of John Beynon’s children married, except one and three found partners in the Love family of
which ‘Love’s Corners’ is named. Others married members of the
Philips family, another local farming family. When the postal service
arrived in 1871, the name was changed to Temperanceville and early
records show a strong Beynon family association with the Methodist
Church there. Three more churches were eventually built on that
same acre of land on the southwest corner of Lot 66, Concession I,
the trustees of which included three of John’s sons: James Barnes,
Jonathan and Thomas Beynon. According to the family history, at
least three family members went on to become Methodist ministers
and a daughter of James Barnes Sr., Ann Beynon, served as a
missionary in Africa for many years.
The family built some historic homes on their farms, including Lakeview, a two-storey white
frame house overlooking a small lake on the south half of Lot 2, II, and The Maples (later
Wildridge) – on the south half of Lot 3, II, a brick home built by William Thomas Beynon in 1889.
The descendants of John and Jane Beynon have gone on to make positive impacts on their
communities. In addition to farmers and ministers, they became writers, suffragists, nurses,
lawyers, teachers and artists.
Their progeny include two granddaughters of
James Barnes Beynon Sr.: Lillian Kathleen
Beynon who was educated as a teacher and
then became a writer with the Manitoba Free
Press and Prairie Farmer in 1907; and her
sister Francis Beynon who became editor of
the women’s page for The Grain Grower’s
Guide (these pages became instruments in
the fight for women’s rights). Both ahead of
their time, Lillian went on to produce plays,
short stories and one novel New Secret and
Francis is best known for her novel Aleta Dey
in 1919. Aleta Day was republished in London,
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England in 1988, and in 1984, a play by Wendy Lill, The Fighting Days, with Francis as heroine,
toured Manitoba, ran for three weeks in Toronto and was performed at the National Arts Centre
in Ottawa in 1985.
The great granddaughter of James Barnes Sr., Dorothy Ann Macham, worked as a nurse at
Women’s College Hospital before enlisting in the Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps. She
received an Associate Royal Red Cross presented by George VI at Buckingham Palace in 1943.
Retiring in 1945 with the rank of Major, she returned to Canada and became superintendent of
Women’s College Hospital for the next 30 years. After receiving the Order of Canada in 1980, a
further honour came in 2001 when Sunnybrook and Women’s Hospitals opened a veteran
facility named The Dorothy Macham Home.
John Whitten Beynon’s descendants include Dennis Beynon
Lee, Toronto poet and children’s writer perhaps best known
for his early works, Alligator Pie, and the late Elisabeth
Gibson, an elected member of the Society of Canadian
Painters in Watercolour and the Society of Canadian Artists.
In 1984, 80 family members gathered to celebrater the 175th
anniversary of their arrival in King. And in 1996, the Beynon
family tree was compiled by the late Josephine (Beynon)
Boos, building on the work of others before her. Then in 2012,
the Beynon Fields Public School opened in the subdivision
across from the family farm in Richmond Hill. Josephine
passed away on February 6, 2020 at the age of 97, and will
be remembered with great fondness as the family historian.
Sources: Special thanks to Marilyn Beynon for sharing photos and her family history, with
excerpts from The York Pioneer, 2010. Marilyn is pictured above last summer with her three
children from l-r: daughter - Janet Jackson, son - Rob Beynon, Marilyn, sister-in-law - Ruth
Brillinger, and daughter -Dianne Cirone.
Together Again (a new exhibit at the KHCC when it reopens) uses 20th century images pulled
fro our archives and features a number of Beynon family photos including groups on Broadview
Farm.

Oak Ridges Trail Association Resumes Hikes
The Oak Ridges Trail Association is happy to announce that
we have been able to resume hikes! By the time you read
this, we will have guided more than 30 hikes since the
summer started with more on the roster for the fall season.
Our hikes are currently open to members only and there is a
maximum number of hikers allowed on each hike. Members
will be required to log into your account to view and register
for hikes. However, the trails are open to everyone and we
invite you all to get out there and enjoy them this fall.

KTHS September 2020

4

KTHS Fall Newsletter

September 2020

Have questions or require help finding a trail? Contact Michele Donnelly, Office Manager,
905-833-6600; info@oakridgestrail.org or visit our website; www.oakridgestrail.org.

Help KTHS Grow Our Membership!
Interested in becoming involved with the King Township Historical Society? Would you like to
support and preserve the history of King? Please consider joining today. Only $25 for an
individual and $30 for a family membership. We look forward to hearing from you!

What’s Happening at the Museum?
During all the good weather this summer, Richard Quick from the
Facilities Department has been using his talents to help out at the King
Heritage & Cultural Centre.
We are pleased to share that the King Railway Station
has been given a completely new platform, supporting
structure and all, made of historically appropriate
rough-cut lumber.
The Railway Cart, which was
in extremely poor condition
due to exposure to the
elements, is next on the list
for some TLC. The cart will
be authentically restored by
Richard this fall, under the
guidance of KHCC staff.
And finally, the bell tower on Kinghorn School was recently reinforced
and painted. Thank you Richard!
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5

KTHS Fall Newsletter

September 2020

Check out our newest
pop-up exhibit in
the Schoolhouse!
Outdoor Craft Session & Social for Seniors
Wed., September 23rd from 1-2:30 pm
Reminisce as you work with History Handicrafts, in partnership with
the King Township Historical Society. Create your choice of project:
crocheting, knitting, or sewing, and have your hands do the work
while your mind wanders through the history of King Township. Join
our discussion on the many changes over the years and remind
yourself of what was. Each participant will receive materials and a
template for their chosen craft as well as a picture of King’s past to
get your memory going. $20 + tax. Find out more information here:
http://bit.ly/HistoryHandicrafts

Donations?

Find some treasures during COVID cleaning?
Do your objects relate to the history of King Township?
Want to donate your objects to the King Heritage & Cultural Centre?

Here's what you need to know:
1. Although the site is still currently closed, the Collections Coordinator will be
reviewing potential donations via phone and email.
2. Please contact the KHCC at 905-833-2331 or kingmuseum@king.ca.
3. Tell us about your potential donation - What is it? How old is it? Was it made, used
or owned in King Township? Can you email us a photograph? What is its
condition? Is there a story that goes with it?
4. If accepted, complete and sign paperwork that will be emailed to you.
5. Make an appointment to bring in your donation when the site has reopened.
6. Your objects will be placed in a designated area and isolated for 14 days before
entering their new home in the King Collection.
Questions? Call the KHCC at 905-833-2331
or email kingmuseum@king.ca
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History of KTHS in Brief:
The KTHS dates back to 1972 when a group of dedicated residents, with interests in preserving
the history of their Township, gathered to form the King Township Historical Society. In 1981
~1982, the KTHS was incorporated by the Ontario Historical Society under a Provincial Letters
Patent. Our goals and objectives are to encourage research into the history, to secure and
preserve an accurate account of the progress and development, and to promote public interest
in the history of King Township. More information may be found on our website at
www.kingtownshiphistoricalsociety.com
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